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	Kingdom of Morocco

Advisory Council 

on Human Rights (CCDH)
	United Nations 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
	


Third Conference for the Arab National Human Rights Institutions

The Role of National Institutions in the Promotion of the independence of the Judiciary in the Arab Region

Hotel La Tour Hassan, Rabat, 12-14 November 2007
Agenda of work

12 November 2007
9:00 - 10: 00   Registration

10:00 – 10:45
 Opening of the Conference
· Statement by Mr. Ahmed Herzenni, CCDH President

· Statement by H.E. Mr. Abdelwahed Radi, Minister for Justice, Morocco

· Statement by Mr. Mourad Wahba, UN Resident Coordinator

· Statement of the Representative of OHCHR, Mr. Adam Abdelmoula

	10:45 – 11:00  Coffee break


11:00 – 13: 00 Plenary session
Facilitator: Mr. Mahjoub El Haiba, CCDH Secretary General

Rapporteur: Mr. Abdelkader El Alami, CCDH member. 

- The international human rights standards related to the independence of the judiciary 

Speaker: Juge Fausto Pocar, President of the Criminal International for Ex-Yugoslavia. 

-Role of the judiciary in upholding the international human rights norms, including rule of law
Speaker: Ms Saâdia Belmir, Expert in the Committee against Torture
- Role of the National Human Rights Institutions in identifying the legal guarantees related to the independence of the judiciary
Speaker: Mohamed Mustapha Raissouni, CCDH member 

12:20 – 13:00: Discussions
13:00 – 14:30 Lunch break
14:30 – 14:45 Plenary session 
Facilitator: Mr. Mohamed Moustapha Raissouni, CCDH member

Rapporteur: Mr. Abdeslam El Imani, member of the Supreme Court in Morocco

· Composition of the Drafting Committee 

· Two working groups

	14:45-16:30 Two working groups : Challenges to the independence and impartiality of the judicial system in the Arab region


A) Principles and constitutional structure related to the independence of the judiciary.

Facilitator: Amiar Messaoud, member of the National Advisory Committee for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, Algeria;

Rapporteur: Mr. Jamal Shouman, member of the National Council for Human Rights, Egypt.

B) Independence of the Judiciary in the context of the administration of justice and application of rule of law.

Facilitator: Mr. Mohamed Said Ould-Hamody, President of the National Committee for Human Rights, Mauritania;

Rapporteur: Mr, Ali Al Mostneer, member of the Human Rights Commission, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

16:30 – 16:45 Coffee break
16:45 – 18:00 Discussion in Plenary 

13 November 2007

9:00 – 11:00    Plenary session
Facilitator: Moncer Rouissi, President of the High Committee for Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, Tunisia;

Rapporteur: Mr. Mohamed Jaouhari, CCDH member.

· Conclusions on the first day’s proceedings, Mr. Abdeslam El Imani, member of the Supreme Court in Morocco 

· Three Working Groups

A) Role of the National Human Rights Institutions in monitoring the obstacles hindering the independence of the judiciary (e.g. assessing and reporting; receiving complaints; interaction with courts; trial observation and legal advise) 

Facilitator: Mr. Abdallah Mabrouk Helali, member of the High Committee for Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, Tunisia;

Rapporteur: Abdelaziz Ghmija, Director of Studies and Cooperation at the Ministry of Justice, Morocco; 

B) Role of NHRIs in ensuring the respect of the rule of law ((e.g. promotion, advocacy, training activities, and networking, (the interaction with the Bar Associations))

Facilitator: Mr. Mohamed Moustapha Raissouni, CCDH member, Morocco,

Rapporteur: Abdallah Ibn Mohamed Al Marikhi, National Committee for Human Rights, Qatar;
C) Role of NHRIs in ensuring the independence of the judiciary: Cooperation with Special Procedures Mandate Holders

Facilitator: Dr. Adam Abdelmoula, MENA Unit Coordinator at the OHCHR

Rapporteur: Vervoura Mint Mohemed, member of the National Committee for Human Rights, Mauritania.

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee Break
11:15 – 12:45 Presentation in Plenary and discussion
13:00 – 14:30 Lunch Break
14:30 – 16:30 Plenary session  


Facilitator: Mr. Youssef Oubaidane, member of the National Committee for Human Rights, Qatar;

Rapporteur: Mr. Abdallah Ahmadi, member of the High Committee for Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, Tunisia.

14:30 – 15:00   Judicial reform in the Arab region: Comparative study in the Arab region; international and regional strategic plans of reform 

Speaker: Ziad Al Ali, UNDP representative in the Arab region

15:00-15:30 Presentation on the draft final declaration: goals and guidelines

15:30-16:30 Discussions

16:30- 17:30  Visit to the Advisory Council on Human Rights

14 November 2007

09:00 – 10:00 Plenary session 

Facilitator: Faiçal El Khatib; CCDH member;

Rapporteur: Mr. Mohamed Mohssine Aâwad, member of the Arab Organization for Human Rights.

· Conclusions on the second day’s proceedings: Mr. Abdallah Ahmadi, member of the High Committee for Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, Tunisia;

· Transitional Justice:   Addressing past human rights violations: the Moroccan experience of the Equity and Reconciliation Commission,
Speaker: Mahjoub El Haiba, CCDH Secretary General.

10:00-11:00 Discussion

11:00-11:30 Coffee Break
11:30-12:00 Distributing the draft final declaration

12:30-14:00 Lunch break
14:00-16:00 Closing session

Facilitator: Ms. Aicha Khamlich, CCDH member

Rapporteur: Mr. Hammou Ouhelli, CCDH member

Discussion and ratification of the draft final declaration 

16:00 Closing of the conference
· Statement by Mr. Ahmed Herzenni, CCDH President.
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